Lesson Twenty-Five
1 Thessalonians 5:15

The Uniqueness of Christianity

In this verse Paul issues 2 commands, 1 negative and 1 positive, in his instruction to the church in regard to our relationship with the world.

1.  The first command is a negative command and is found at the beginning of v. 15 see that no one repays another with evil for evil.  The command verb is translated see that (horaō—#3708).  This verb is a plural and in the present tense.  What does this term mean? 





 2.  The thing we are commanded not to do is repay another with evil for evil.  What does the word repay (apodidōmi—#591) mean?





 3.  What does the term evil (kakos—#2556) mean?




 4.  What does it mean to repay another with evil for evil?  What sort of action does this refer to?







5.  Read Exodus 21:24-25 and Matthew 5:38-41.  Since God prescribes that it is approved to exact a just punishment (eye for eye, tooth for tooth) from an offender, is it permitted for individuals to take out this punishment on those who have injured them?  Explain.







6.  In the second part of v. 15 Paul gives the positive command . . . but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  In this phrase the command verb is seek after (diōkō—#1377).  What does this term mean?
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7.  In v. 15 Paul qualifies whom we are to seek after that which is good.  We are to seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  Who falls into the category of one another and all people?  Why is this significant?









8.  It is said that Paul’s two-fold command in 1 Thessalonians 5:15 presents one of the sternest tests of a Christian’s character found in Scripture.  Why is this?









9.  It is also said that Paul’s instruction here in v. 15, along with his similar instruction in Romans 12:17-21 and Peter’s instruction in 1 Peter 3:8-9, distinguish Christianity from all other religions of the world.  Why is “doing good to those who would do evil to you” a unique characteristic of Christianity?  What does the world teach and practice regarding one’s reaction to acts of evil perpetrated against it?
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